
 

Curriculum Vitae 

(1) Personal Information 

 

Name Aka Festus Tongwa 

Nationality/ Citizenship United States  

Current Appointment and/or 

Status 

Professor at the Department of Geology, University of Buea, 

Cameroon. Currently visiting professor at the Earthquake Research 

Institute of The University of Tokyo, and Ibaraki University 

Academic Degree PhD, MSc, BSc 

Field of Research Volcanology/Geochemistry/Geohazards 

 

(2) Higher Education 

 

Year/Period Certification/Certificate Awarding Institution 

April to May 

2020 

Project Management  University of Colorado Boulder, USA 

March 2020 Environmental Assessment American Society for Testing and Materials 

Nov. to Dec 

2019 

Leadership for Equity, Diversity and 

Inclusion in Higher Education  

University of Michigan, USA 

01 April 1997 

to 25 March 

2000 

PhD - Natural Science and Technology 

of Materials 

Okayama University, Japan 

04 Oct. 1989 to 

25 Nov. 0991  

MSc - Geochemistry University of Leeds, England 

04 Sept. 1981 

to 06 Oct. 1984 

BSc - Earth Sciences University of Yaoundé, Cameroon 

 

(3) Previous Employment (Start from the latest one.) 

Year/Period Employment 

01 April 2024 to Present Visiting Professor at the Earthquake Research Institute, 

The University of Tokyo, and Ibaraki University, Japan 

Sept. 2022 to April 2024 Guidance Advisor (online guidance and supervision), 

Ibaraki University, Japan 

30 April 2020 to 03 Sept. 

2022 

Adjunct Faculty, Physical Sciences Dept, Community 

College of Baltimore County, Maryland, USA 

Nov. 2019 to March 2020 Relocated from Cameroon and settled in the USA  

01 July 2015 to 28 Oct. 2019 Research Director, Institute for Geological and Mining 

Research, Cameroon 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(4) Research Achievements, Results, Publications and Awards 

Our research is in geosciences, with a focus on geology, geochemistry, volcanology and geohazards. We use 

field observations mineralogy, petrology, and geochronology to decipher magma genesis, volcano plumbing 

systems and their eruptive processes, and also assess hazards, including catastrophic limnic gas eruptions 

from volcanic lakes, with emphasis on the Lakes Nyos and Monoun gas disasters that killed 1800 people and 

3000 cattle in Cameroon in the 1980s. Results of our research in within-plate volcanic settings contribute in 

unravelling (i) the origin and role of fluids (e.g., noble gases and CO2) in lake and soda spring waters and 

gases (ii) volcano eruption mechanisms (iii) chemical and isotopic heterogeneities in the upper mantle 

(mantle dynamics), and (iv) inform on mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into the development process 

to achieve the goals of the UN Sustainable Development Frameworks like the Sendai Framework for Disaster 

Reduction, and the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. 

 

Participating as PI or Co-PI between 2005 and 2019, our group won research funding worth an approximate 

$11.9 million from many national, regional and international institutions, including from the Government of 

Cameroon, the Global Network of Civil Society Organizations for Disaster Reduction (GNDR), the Science 

and Technology Research Partnership for Sustainable Development (SATREPS) from the Japan International 

Cooperation Agency (JICA) and the Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST).  

 

Our research results are available in 49 peer-review articles (including 2 book chapters), and in abstracts of 

many oral and poster presentations at international scientific meetings. We currently have 1329 citations, 

with a Google citation index (h) of 21. 

 

A list of our publications is given below. 

 

 

 

1 April 2010 to 30 June 2015 Research Coordinator, Ministry of Scientific Research 

and Innovation, Cameroon 

1 Sept. 2008 to 30 

Aug. 2018 

Visiting Lecturer, University of Buea, Cameroon 

1 Sept. 2016 to 30 

Aug. 2018 

Visiting Lecturer, University of Bamenda, Cameroon 

1 April 2008 to 30 

March 2010 

Research Officer at the Antenna for Geophysical and 

Volcanological Research, Buea, Cameroon 

1 April 2006 to 30 

March 2008 

21st Century Center for Excellence Research Fellow at 

Okayama University, Japan 

1 July 1985 to 30 

March 2006 

Research Technician at the Antenna for Geophysical and 

Volcanological Research, Buea, Cameroon 
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Google Scholar Statistics: 49 cataloged peer-reviewed papers (including 2 book chapters), 1329 

citations, h-index = 21  
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